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THE BUILD HEALTHY PLACES NETWORK

Connect partners across health & community development

Provide access to research, best practices, innovations, and 
models that demonstrate what works

Highlight the health-related value of community development 
investments

Encourage and enable measurement of health-related impact
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Outline for Today
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OUTLINE 

What are the Problems? 

What is Community Development?

Holistic Approaches to address SDOH 

Innovative Financing & Partnerships

Resources for Next Steps
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What are the 
Problems?
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO PREMATURE DEATH
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McGinnis MJ, Williams-Russo P, KnickmanJR. Health Affairs 2002
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POOR HEALTH ACROSS ALL RACIAL AND ETHNIC GROUPS
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Percent of 
people in 
poverty

By racial or 
ethnic group
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Housing

Transportation

Parks and

Playgrounds

Jobs

Schools

Grocery Stores

PEOPLE GET SICK BECAUSE OF THEIR 
SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTS
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HEALTH DISPARITIES

Short distances, 
large differences

Washington, DC
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HEALTH DISPARITIES

Short distances, 
large differences

New Orleans, LA
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Short distances, 
large differences

Minneapolis, MN

HEALTH DISPARITIES
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HEALTH WORK SIDE-BY-SIDE

Economic hardship by city Childhood obesity by city

Los Angeles 
County
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IS IN THE ZIP CODE
IMPROVEMENT BUSINESS
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$3.5 trillion
per year

>80% of costs are due 
to chronic disease

Most chronic disease 
is preventable

Most chronic disease 
happens to 

low-income people in 
low-income places

WHERE ARE WE NOW?: High costs
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>$1 trillion
per year

Spent on avoidable chronic disease 
occurring in low-income neighborhoods

WHERE ARE WE NOW?: Inefficient investments
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What is Community 
Development?



COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT:PAST

Pruitt-Igoe, St. Louis, MO

1956 to 1972
Architect: Minoru Yamasaki



Solara, San Diego
Zero Energy Affordable Housing
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HOUSING COORDINATED WITH SERVICES

Plaza Apartments, San Francisco
Supportive Housing


